H6	CORRESPONDENCE OF	£1828
When once fairly entered into, who can tell where it is
to end or who will be able to keep out of it? If Great
Britain is seriously engaged in it, cquld we escape? I
much fear not, considering how many in both countries
would be not unwilling to try the issue of another war.
No person can reasonably doubt the power of each coun-
try to do infinite mischief to the other, but he must be
wise indeed who can discover any real advantage to
either. I most anxiously hope the trial may not be
made.
*
John Loudon McAdam was the inventor of the so-called Mc-
Adam or macadamized roads. He was born in Scotland in 1756.
He was Surveyor General of Metropolitan Roads in 1827. He
refused to be knighted. He married Anne Charlotte De Lancey,
sister of Mrs. James Fenimore Cooper, as his second wife. He
died at Moffat, Dumfriesshire, in 1836,
FROM CHARLES WILKES
New York, June 30, 1828
My dear Sir
Basil Hall is here just now, on the eve of departure for
London, and sails to-morrow—what his intentions are, as
to publishing, I da not know, and he speaks uncertainly—
yet I have no doubt he will make a book at last—-for he
will be unwilling to make no account of the mass of mate-
rials he has collected. He has taken infinite pains and
certainly came to America very much inclined to think
most favorably of our people, our country, and our insti-
tutions—perhaps too favorably, for I think he has been
disappointed. After all, a year is too short a time to study
thoroughly a nation and a vast country. There has been
an unaccountable disposition to make false reports of his
conduct and of his opinions, and altho' after taking a

